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SUBJECT: KOREAN DOMESTIC POLITICS 

SUMMARY. DURING CONVERSATION JANUARY 7 WITH AMBASSADOR, 
PRIMIN KIM CHONG PIL REVIEWED CURRENT DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
SITUATION. GREATER PROBLEMS ANTICIPATED IN THE SPRING, BUT 
GOVERNMENT DOES NOT PLAN DEAL WITH THEM WITH REPRESSIVE 
MEASURES. END SUMMARY. 

1. PRIMIN POINTED OUT THAT END OP YEAR PERIOD WAS POLITICALLY 
QUIET AS HE HAD PREDICTED. BUT, PRESENTLY NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE ON RESTORATION OP DEMOCRACY AND CHRISTIAN 
GROUPS, PARTICULARLY, ARE TRYING TO STIR UP TROUBLE. HE 
DOES NOT ANTICIPATE SERIOUS PROBLEMS UNTIL LATE MARCH OR 
APRIL WHEN ECONOMIC DIPFICULTIES WILL MOUNT AND STUDENTS 
RETURN TO UNIVERSITIES. HE POINTED OUT THAT UNIVERSITY PROBLEMS 
NORMALLY COME PROM FRESHMEN AND SOPHOMORES AND IT WILL 
TAKE ABOUT ONE MONTH TO ORGANIZE NEW ENTERING CLASS AT 
UNIVERSITIES. 

2. IN ORDER TO MEET ECONOMIC DIPPICULTIES, GOVERNMENT IS 
SEEKING TO GUARANTEE AT LEAST ONE THOUSAND WON PER DAY POR 
MALE WORKERS AND EIGHT HUNDRED WON PER DAY POR FEMAT.E 
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ASIDE TO PROVIDE EOR DAILY LIVELIHOOD AND SUPPORT SAM IL 
MOVEMENT. THESE SUMS SHOULD BE ENOUGH TO ENSURE SOCIAL 
STABILITY AND ADEQUATE EOOD EOR EVERYONE. PRIMIN MENTIONED 
THAT OVER NEW YEARS HOLIDAY, DURING TRIP TO COUNTRYSIDE, HE 
EOUND PEOPLE LIVING BETTER WITH ENOUGH EOOD AND NOW DESIROUS 
OE BUYING TELEVISION SETS. PRIMIN WENT ON THAT 
GOVERNMENT STILL EXPECTS POLITICAL PROBLEMS, PARTICULARLY IN 
SEOUL AND OTHER MAIOR CITIES. ROKG DOES NOT INTEND TO 
DEAL WITH THESE PROBLEMS WITH REPRESSIVE MEASURES OR UNDERTAKE 
NEW EMERGENCY DECREES AS RUMORED. INSTEAD, IT WILL APPLY 
THE SAME TYPE OE REGULAR MEASURES AS IT RECENTLY HAS DONE. HE 
TOLD AMBASSADOR HE WOULD DISCUSS SPECIEIC MEASURES WITH 
HIM ONCE THEY ARE EORMULATED. 

3. EOLLOWING CONVERSATION WITH PRIMIN, HIS PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT HAN, IN AN ASIDE TO AMBASSADOR, SAID THAT ONE 
MEASURE PRESENTLY UNDER CONSIDERATION IS REEERENDUM 
ON CONSTITUTION. HE STRESSED THAT PRIMIN PERSONALLY 

IS TRYING TO EOLLOW MODERATE COURSE. 

4. AMBASSADOR MENTIONED TO PRIMIN THAT U.S. CONGRESSMEN 
RECENTLY VISITING SEOUL HAD PARTICULARLY MENTIONED ADVERSE 
EEEECT OE BISHOP CHI ARREST AND IMPRISONMENT ON U.S. PUBLIC 
OPINION AND CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDES. PRIMIN ACKNOWLEDGED 
THIS POINT AND SAID THAT BISHOP CHI PROBLEM WOULD BE TAKEN 
CARE OF IN TIME. HE SAID THERE WAS NEED FOR BISHOP CHI TO AT 
LEAST PRIVATELY TAKE SOME STEP OF REPENTANCE AND AGREE TO 
AVOID ENCOURAGING ELEMENTS ADVOCATING VIOLENT OVERTHROW OF 
CONSTITUTION. 
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